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THEY WERE TWO HUNDRED 


‘The spark that was kindled 30 years ago in that small*house, in 
fone of the poorest living quarters of Tirana, when the Albanian Com- 
‘munist Party was born after a fierce struggle of opinions and views, 
may have seemed pale and weak against the black shadow of the fas- 
cist occupation 

Fascism was at the peak ofits victories. The power of the Jackboot 
tnd the whip extended from the deserts of Africa to the gates of Mos- 
cow and from the Atlantic to the Black Sea 

For two and half years, the terror and demagogy of the enemy 
relying heavily on the local feudal-bourgeois class, which had betrayed 
the national eause and had placed itself with all its means in the 
service of the enemy, had ruled in little Albania 


‘The most savage reprisals and persecution, mass 





le and impr 
sonment, shooting without trial, were the enemy's response to the 
troans and revolt of the people, the fiery protests of the youth and 
the isolated actions of the patriots who had never taid down theie arms 

Im such a situation it required great courage even to hope that 
the pate spark struck in the little house in Tirana would quickly burst 
Into @ powerful binze over every inch of our motherland, would open 
new ways and horizons to the oppressed, would arouse the faith of 


the masses In vietory and would turn thelr hearts and will towards 





4 single objective, national and social tiberation, which could be 
tichieved only through ‘reat sacrifices and by means of the barrel of 
the gun. We, the generation who lived through that time, now in the 
thirtieth anniversary year of our glorious Party remember the difficult 
but herole days of that November with yearning and with pride. 

‘After days and nights without sleep with minds illuminated and 
hearts ablaze with the words of the leader of the future, who had hit 
hhard, right on the target, disclosing the sure path through the darkness, 
(0 the future the delesates to the conference, who had taken the his- 
torle decision, were dispersed thourgh the provinces of the enslaved 
country 

‘They brought the people the good tidings extended the links and 
further organized the work with other comrades who had long been 
militating as Communists in the people's movement for a better future, 
Who were heart and soul for this goal, and as such, deserved the hono- 
ured title of member of the Party 

But how many were they in all? 

‘They were only 200—among them a very few woman comrades. 
‘Two hunderd sons and daughters of the working people and the pea- 
sants, who had really felt the internal national oppression and the 
foreign yoke, who had formed their ideas of the struggle for national 


‘and social liberation not so much from books and schools as from the 


Shetaet Musaraj 


bitter experience of the life of their people oppressed and exploited 


throughout the centuries 
‘The founding of the Albanian Communist Party in the light and 
‘example of the Bolshevik Party of Lenin and Stalin, who had organized 





land carried the Great October Socialist Revolution to vietory in one 
sixth of the world, had always been their most beautiful dream and 
their most certain hope to achieve the vietory in their own dear mo- 
therland as well 

They were the first to welcome the foundation of the Party as 
the most outstanding event in Albanian history. And they were, the 
first to put their thoughts, thelr will, their very lives, without any 





‘They were only two hundred, but their determination and courage 
to sacrifice everything for the cause of liberation surpassed the power 
of the enemy armies and the spies of the occupationists, With hearts 
‘warmed and minds enlightened by the teachings of the Party with 
that iron but profoundly conscious discipline which characterizes the 


the two hundred like 200 fireflies in 





member of the Communist Part 





the dark of the fascist night, worked day and night to earry from hut 


to hut the light of truth which had started its way on those cold No- 





vember days from the small house in Tirana, 

It eas not only the fiery works of the two hundred which kindled 
the masses against the enemy, but, above all, it was thelr unflinching 
stand in the face of any danger and ditticuty, their personal example, 
there where the danger was greatest, Thus, they started their first 
farmed actions: In the middle of the day the most dangerous agents 
of the occupationists were executed in the main streets of the cities, 
‘enemy depots and convoys were attacked: the Party member fought 


hundreds and came out vietorious. Proud and unyielding 





‘one again 
to the last stood the Communist under the barbarous tortures of the 
enemy. ‘The enemy was terre, while amongst the people, faith in 
their own strength and in victory increased, Thus the cause of the 
two hundred the sacred cause of the Party, soon became the cause of 
the whole people. The ranks of the two hundred were increased from 
day to day with new forces and the spark of November 8, 1941 so pale 
and weak at the beginning, was transformed very quickly, into a huge 
land furious fire that once and for all consumed the occupation and 
treachery, crushed all the laws and morality of oppression and exploita- 

fon from the past, and brought our people to the wonderful days of 
the worthy socialist life in which we live today under the glorious 
banner of the Party of Labour of Albania, with its founder and great 
leader Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head 





Comrade Enver Hoxha Received the New Ambassador 
of the People’s Republic of China 
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AMONG WORKERS 








Prospectors for Black Gold 


‘A wrinkle was formed on Naum Nasi's 
forehead. “His companions ‘knew that this 
‘was a sign of worry. The manometer needle 
hhad begun to move beyond the usual point, 
fasign that pressure of the clayey mixture is 
hot normal. Naum sounded the alarm. The 
technological nucleus the engineers, chief 
prospectors and workers gathered at once in 
the small office of the master operator of the 
oil well deil 

“Yes, ‘this must be the result of an 
eruption” 

‘Thelr experience in boring oll wells had 
brought them to this conclusion. Immediate 
steps were necessary. 

‘On an occasion like this, chief drill opera- 
tor Naum is like the helmsman of a. ship. 
During twenty years of experience Is explor- 
ing the depths, he and his companions had 
Dullt many meial derricks. Each of them is 
fan oll well. "In each of them, he and his 
companions had left behind a part of their 
lives; in each of them they had learnt some- 
thing, they had steeled their will power and 
their talents. Each one of these ‘wells had 
ite own whims, Its own "biography 

"The well they are boring now constitutes 
fa new phase not only for the chief drill 
operator. Attempts at boring for oil were 
mmade here some years ago but they met with 
nna success, ‘They had not gone deep enough. 
‘The project was abandoned and some people 
formed the conviction that it was of no use 
to go ahead with it. This conviction gripped 
many "people. Years passed and no. one 
bothered any more about this place. In later 
years, however, things changed. Our oll 
Workers ‘had gained more experience and 
self-reliance. One in every ten of them is 





‘Row an engineer or technician, while in 1945 
Albania could not boast of a single engineer 
for technician of its own. Thus, after a loni 
Period of study and preparation, this brigade 
‘came here and put up a derrick. Drilling 
Master “Rauf Cobani's brisrade decided 10 
break with old convictions and concepts. In 
this otherwise quiet region engines roared, 
the boring mechines screeched and oll began 

In their attempts to harness even the most 
undisciplined” areas the workers of this 
brigade have scored successes putting. them 
skilfully ‘and persistently in the service of 
‘our homeland and extracting from the depths 
the erude oll and gas lying latent bere 

"The speed at which this brigade has gone 
about its job breaks all records. By 1068 
hhad already reached the targets set by 
th (1966-70) Five-Year Plan and at the mo- 
ment is busily engaged in accomplishing the 
tasks set for the first three months of 1973 

Drilling Master Rauf Cobani started his 
career in the petroleum industry ax a motor 
driver. “A few years later he became an ex- 
pert at running boring machine. Now, he 
Bimself ‘does not remember how many” ol 
wells he has dealt with. But he is proud that 
{in prospecting for “black gold he has gained 
fone experience after another and has become 
| master of his own profession. 

When he meets with his old fellow 
workers, their tople of conversation revolves 
around those days ‘of hardship. when. the 
foreign concessionaires who had ‘got. their 
claws on the petroleum resources of our 
country used to assign only menial jobs to 
Albanian workers. Today, our workers of 


the petroleum industry run the most’ up-to- 












































date machines, The rate at which they bore 
land prospeet for oll keeps rising from day 
{o day. Raut opens his block of notes and 
reads some interesting figures." Amoni 
cthers, he points out tome that the rate of 
boring during the 1961-1970 period has. in- 
creased by 18% as compared with the pre 
ceding ten year period 

In Naum's. brigade there are also two 
engineers, Llambl Bacova and Alt Yzeir 
Both of them began theit careers as simple 
fil workers.” Later on they bad attended 
the Technical School and the Geological. and 
Mining College of the Tirana State University. 

Tasked them when they had felt the hap: 
plest-on their job. 

Liambi Bacova’s reply was prompt and to 
the point: “When we achieved world. stan- 
ards in boring for oil". Engineer All Yzetri 
smiled and nodded approval 

Not far from the master's office there 
stands a" small” building. Inside, everything 
Js. in its place, everything ts. tidy making 
one think that this isa pharmacy. It is the 
laboratory. "Engineer Shemst Hensl, who has 
also graduated from the Geological and Min- 
ing College of the State University of Tirana, 
alked to us about the equipment and the 
laboratory analyses made here. 

In this place alone we have made more 
than forty analyses. Once the boring work 
in this oll well is completed this laboratory 
| moved from here and installed where the 
work for the next well has begun” 

‘At dusk the lights were switehed on and 
the derrick stood out like a blazing tower 
At the club 2 performance was given that 
fevening and groups of spectators Kept com- 
ing from the ety of ler 
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View of the Plant of Coking, in Qyteti Stalin 





| Divjaka Renew 





Halim Stolla 
On this map you can see a red spot. It 
Is west of the town of Lushnia, on the 
‘Adriatic coast between the outlets of two 
Fiver—the Shkumbini and Semani, In this 
zone lie the fields of the Agricultural Co- 


operative of Divjaka Ten or fifteen years 


[stad led wp to te end of tne tiwag 
toring Not vey lng ao, boners sot and 
ited "wba cow! tte sion! fore ot 
Dene Sad Seelea ot me soto ot 
the ber of eae ed foks ef shew when 
fesee! wad Seago bese soe ao. 
Uhning th sale at ed tines 

Tne MS eae ot os Me ot Ca 
vars of Diva tere sande fday © cara 
TomeelaiSeemeers wr ony Ones 

EG sintse woot "exne io tne maser, 

‘ecu ithe eosaetivlmedon of han 


‘The end of December Is the best time to plant toms 
seeds In Divjaka, ‘occupy vast 

thousands of tomato. seed 
Tings which Tater are transplanted tn the felds 


















regions, which were later inundated 
‘abandoned, The Illyrian civilization in thes 
zones suffered long periods of foreign occu- 
ation, The land was turned to ruins. While 
‘the people tried to keep intact everything 
dear to their life: national feeling, love of 
freedom, devotion to work, their mother 
tongue, their songs, legends, and noble cus- 
toms. ‘Our people's revolution found the in- 
habitants of Divjaka poor, without schooling, 
but not without hope, ‘The reclamation of 
the swamps, the wiping out of malaria, the 
organization of collective work and the 
‘mechanization of the processes of work, gave 
2 fresh Impetus to the revival of the latent 
‘energies of the people, 

‘The revival of these energies Is apparent 
everywhere in Divjaka, in the faces of the 
people, in the carefully tiled fields, in the 
fresh breezes and the waters af the nearby 
sea, in the cheerful eyes of young Olimbia and 
{in the youthful enthusiasm of ‘7#-year-old 
"Tas Pope, 

Before the establishment of People’s State 
Power, asl Pope was a nomad shepherd, 
‘The savage custom of ‘vendetta’ had driven 
hhim to this formerly isolated and forgotten 
lund. Now the has become an expert at 
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A Concert 
in Four Languages 

















Snapshot 
Tirana 


The Fi ieures 
Are Falling 


Dr, Luan Dusha 





Director of the Institute fo 
the Fight Against Tuberculosis 


from the work in the laboratory of the San 











‘To give an idea of the tasks which have been solved in the field of 
the fight against tuberculosis in our country, we will mention here that 
‘on the eve of the establishment of the people's power in Albania, the 





tuberculosis service did not exist at all. 





King Zogu's regime paid not the slightest attention to the tubereular 
problem, which was, in fact, very grest. The only weapon to fight tuber 
Cculosis in the whole country was one ward with 50 beds in the civil 





hospital of the capital, During World War 11 tuberculosis, as a so¢ 
disease, increased, as a consequence of the devastation and other results 
‘of the war and the foreign occupation, Though we lack statisti data 
about the pre-war period, it is a well known fact that tuberculosis was 
rife especially in the poor workers and peasants 


After the liberation, efforts were made to rapidly inerease the num: 





ber of hospital beds for tuberculosis patients with the aim of isolating 





land treating all the cases diagnosed, Thus, in five years, up t0 1950, 
there was one bed available for each 1,000 citizens, besides the 520 beds 
Jn the preventive hospitals for children, 


11s a well-known fact that industrial development and urbanization 





Jn the capitalist countries has always resulted in a conspicuous ineréase 





{im tuberculosis. This has not occured in our country, where preventive 
‘medical treatment has reduced and restricted the Incidence of the 


tion and collectivization 





ly associated with industrial 





leases usu 
New cases of the tubereulosis are deelining and advanced cases are 


‘8 you will see from the following figures, 








of staff a number of antitubereular dis 





Parallel with the training 
pensaries were set up in the main cities, These institutions became the 


1 they served, both 





pivot of the fight against TB in the an or preven: 
Live measures and curative treatment, Our dispensaries make very per 


o track down all cases of TB by the recognized means 





sistent efforts 


cof tuberculin testing and various forms of radiography 





‘The patients who need 4 long treatment are hospitalized in sana 





torjum where all the known forms of hygienic and dietary treatments 
ere used. Today in the Sanatorium of Tirana there is a surgical service 
which performs all types of lung surgery as well as operations. for 
pulmonary tuberculosis. 

To assist the fight against TB, there are some special decisions of 








the government on 1 ind free hospitalization, 
social insurance, protection {rom TB at work, special efforts to track 
down the disease in even the remotest areas, vaccinaiton with BCG, 
land $0 00, The fight against tuberculosis in the People’s Republic of 
Albania is directed by the Ministry of the Health with the Institute 
cf the Fight Against Tuberculosis, together with the tuberculosis clinic 
hed 10 the State University of Tirana, as technical consultative 





‘A great deal of money is spent on the fight against tuberculosis 


te spends thousands of leks to cure each patient, 8,032 leks 








were spent on treatment for the patient NK alone who recently left 
hospital recovered and is ready to begin work again, During the perlod 
Of her illness, she continued to received 80° of her monthly pay from 
the state social insurance 

This is the general law for all those hospitalized in any type of 


al institution in Albania. Our medical service gives priority to 





med 





prophylaxis especially against diseases like TB. In the beginning, for 
vaccination with BCG, an important preventive measure, imported 


vacelne was used, while in 1966 the vaccine was prepared by one of our 





Jabs thus creating conditions for a wider vaccination which includes 


the entire age group fram O to 20 years 
An important protective measure which has been used since 1962 


is chemical-prophylaxis for children who are in contact with sick per~ 








sons and for those with strongly positive reactions to the tuberculin 









Partial view of the facade of the Sanatorium in Tirana 
Photos by §. Xba 


























‘The measures taken and the consistent improvement of the as 
ric and soctat conditions of the people have given uh 192 
in the fight against TB, The rate of incidence, mi 162 
ty have all been reduced. ‘Thus the death rate (in the ua 
to 1005 was reduced 88% orbidity (city and village) from a 
10 1066 was reduced 78°% Scares 
Here is a table that will give you a clearer picture about the rate Stiegl aitaetiiens 
of decline of tuberculosis (all forms) in our country ii 


Year 1960 S31 cases per 10,000 citizens jons of the ever increasing well-being of the peo- 





Year 1961 14 zed, organized and entirely free medical service 
Year 162 wa antly declining 
Yea 1963 29 











‘These two recent years quite x number of foreign 





photographs about Albania. 


In the following we are presenting to 0 





some of those publications. 


‘A friend of Albania, the French writer Gilbert 
Muy, visited our "country and. acquainted 
himself “with the life and” the revolutionary 
changes that have taken place here; ‘he met 
‘many working people, Party and sate leaders 

He titled his books: "Atbania— the land of 
new man.” "The book has about 180 pages 

Describing this author's book the French 
‘magazine "Literary" Review” ne, 4 writes 
lumong other things:"... he tells us how Albania 
in working, living and being transformed. An 
Ucipating some of our questions, he answers 
them in a language of facts.” A thorough 
description of a. plant, how an wgricultural 
cooperative in run, life in Tirana, the evolution 
of the Albanian family, the problem of sehooling 
‘mn the new society, the emancipation of ‘women, 
the tole played by the Party’ in-political and 
social ‘life in Albania —all these are part 
arcel of one story which, however does 
read like a dull record of official quotations. o 
ordinary. figures 

‘A book With felling, 

G.Mury has felt at first hand, and seen in 
practise the close tes that bind our Party of 
Latour with the labouring masses. Here Is 
assage jn which the author outlines his views 
About this 

“OL course the Patty lives in the midst of the 
people. It needs to. be continuously, revolution: 
fed just like the masses und together with the 
masses. The Party of Labour plays a leading 
role, in that it raises the masse’ experience 10 
theoretical level, organizes. the common 
strugale and sets self the task of disseminating 
fand ‘mastering Marxism-Leninism. But the 
Party's relations with the (base) are dialectieal 
‘The basis Party organization ia criticized by 
nnon-party workers too, and thanks to. this 
criticism It Improves its work and netivity. "OF 
8 Party member is criticized because the life 
hhe is leading ‘does not conform to the lolty 
Image the masses have about the genuine com. 
‘munis, 

Following the vietory (after the liberation 
‘of the country on the 20th of November 1948) 
the masses. wanted with all their heart to put 
an end to “the aye-cld, backwardness Inherited 
from the past”. but how could the transition 
bbe made from the uprising against the occupier 
to socialism? how could a workers’ slate. be set 
up and run in a revolutionary and sovereign 
country? It Was the Party that gave practical 
concrete answers to those big problems, and 
positive answers at that 

Gilbert Mury coneludes his book with these 
words 

‘The land of the united people and class 
sicuusle, of the Party that leads the sovereign 
masses, the country of Enver Hovha to whom 
50 much of admiration and gratitude Is directed — 
without “any personality ‘cult; Albania. where 
the eagles die s0 that men may live — you have 
Uhroughout Europe so many brothers and friends 
because you are the country in which they place 
their hopes! 
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readers 


FOREIGN AUTHORS 

















































‘Two interesting publications are those that 
hhave come from Sweden. One of them ts that 
written by a couple Gun Kessle and Jan Myrdal 
entitled “The Albanian challenge" 

‘This book is written on the basis of the first 
hand impressions the authors got. from the 
Albanian reality while at the same time making 
‘use of historical documents of the past. Which 
add to the documentary value of the book, 

‘A swedish reader who, not long ago, enme to 
Albania, said this referring to the book: "l fist 
learned’ about Albania from this book, | This 
first acquaintance impelled me to come here 
and yet to know it more completely at frst 
land.” Through this book one makes friends 
with this country whereas coming to x00. It, 
binds you with It/and makes you love It" 

Te ts good that an author can thus impress his 
readers 

‘This book by G. Kussle and J.Myrdal_ ts 
written in an interesting. style that eames 10 
reader from one chapter to another, opening up 
fnew horlzons before hin about Albania'e 
history, economy, education, arts, about our 
Socialist society’ and its problems, bout the 
Albapian ‘working ‘people ‘of town and coun 
iryside, who In addition to thelr production duty 
{do not negleet the other equally Important duty 
the detence of the fatherland and the victories 
of the people's revolution 

‘The book Is illustrated with many photos 
taken by the authors themselves, "In this way 

ry fulfil thelr idea and desire that the’ book 
may be a good guide of Albania and a true 
reflection of the Albanian reality 





























Another publication in form of an Album Is 
that bearing the title of “Albania”. It has been 
published by the Sweden-Aibanian Priendship, 
Society. It is an attractive book for the way it 
hhas ‘been conceived for the all-round. material 
it ofters, for the necessary and accurate data it 
furnishes the “reader on every. field. of the 
activity of Albania's working people, 

The front cover of this publicaiton shows 9 
group ct young volunteers. atthe. Elbasan 
Prenjas Railway construction site. ‘The authors 
intend this front cover to show that these youth 
are the future of Albania. by side with 
their lessons they contribu e building of 
Important projects, and master the use of Wea- 
ons s0 as 10 be ready, if the need arises, 10 be 
apable fighters. 

‘The book begins with some geography — telling 
womething about our people and their origin, 
about the language and the socialist state pow. 
Which springs off from the people and. belongs 

the people. In this album one. finds an 
‘count of the struaales wasted by the Albanian 
people for freedom and’ independence against 
the Turkish invaders and later, against. the 
Nallan-German fascists, Separate chapters have 
been devoted to the founding of the Albanian 
Communist Party and to the National Libera: 
tion War. The second half of the book deals 
with the road travelled by the PR of Albania 






































ABOUT ALBANIA 





during the socialist construction period, and the 
strugkle of the PLA against modeen revisionism 
Indefence of the purity of Marxism-Leninism 

"The economic problems of the socialist cons- 
truction in our country. comparisons with the 
past, flgures and facts about the achievements 
uring the Five-Year Plans have been dealt 
with In separate chapters, Separate chapters 
have been devoted tosoclal and cultural pro 
Dems, 100, 

‘This book {s of value to the foreign reader 
who wants to learn something. in a condensed 
form about the new socialist Albania 





‘A collection of verse by three Albanian poets. 
‘Thin publication comes from Ttaly. TL is a 
pocket-size volume published by Lerici, It has 
been compiled as a Inbour of love by ours Joyce 
Russa who, during her visits to Albania fami 
arises herself with representatives of our 
erature ‘of socialist. realism as well as with 
Various works of our literature in general 

“The pretice written by J. Lussu “Three poets 
of the present-day Albania” presents the three 
Doets selected by her in this way 
"Mugler. (Mitlonh Gera) Nikola) is the fi 
fof the three poets We are presenting in t 
fanthology. He was born in 91 and died 
{Tuberculosis in 1998. He represents that gener 
tion of writers between the two world wars, 
fand reflects tts revolt against the ttalian occupa 
onists andthe local traitors. 

“The second Is Liazar Sillql, born in 1921, He 
belongs to the generation who took upon them 
selves the struugle for the liberation and the 
Fevolutionary construction of the counry. 

"The thied Ismail Kadare belongs to the genera 
tion brought up in the new socialist society. 

‘Our selection Is concentrated on three poets, 
{ypleal of three different periods for reasons of 
simplicity and space and mot because there are 
‘no other poets of a remarkable value", 

“J, Usast who knows ou literature of socialist 
realism and the writers emerging from the 
ranks of the working people, says this: “We ean 
say that the whole of the present-day Albania 
{sa school because the cultural maturity. is 
reaching new heights in all spheres, not only 
In the school institutions, but also in factories, 
agricultural cooperatives in collectives of every 
kind and) age-kroup. The aim is to create 
favourable conditions for all to. perfect their 
talents and. tastes, to express. their creative 
capabilities in one way of another... Every 
collective, in every corner of Albania has 
‘own library and Its centre of culture, where 
people go In for theatre, music, poetry, and 
rawing, endless contests are held all over the 
country, contests which award various prizes 
(ut never in terms of money) 


























































Action poetique 
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‘The French Review “Action poetique” in its 
number of 44—1970 published some poems by 
the Albanian writer Ismail Kadare, together 
with an article on the Albanian language and 
Mterature written by Michel Metals. | Speaking 
about the changes of socialist Albani, ‘Metals 
Writes: "What a long rond has been traversed 
within a few years: illiteracy has been wiped 
‘out for all ages, the population has been doubl- 
cd. a systematic struggle against malaria which 
fr now only a bitter memory, roads and railways 
hhave been constructed, industry has been set up 
capable of meeting the country’s needs, and so 
on But at the same time. in a completely 
Paradoxical manner, Albania preserves a lively 
terest. in her past” Among other things ‘he 
says: "The Albanian langui ‘an ancient 
anguage, ‘probably descending from. Tlyrlan, 
belongs io the Indo-European family. but € 

tains elements that cannot be associated with 
fany other group. So It ean be easily eharucterta= 
ca. it resembles no other anguage, Tt has 
Shdergone the same sufferings as the people 

















Who have the merit to use It still today 
During the Turkish rule of centuries, the 
teaching and learning of It was strictly’ pro: 


hibited. Thus it was perpetuated orally, feom 
feneration to generation. Tt was not until 1000 
that a common latin alphabet was worked out 
land established ... The young Albanian writers 
hhave in this language a means which conforms 
very well to their need 10 express their epoch. 
‘The present-day Iterature Is constantly growing 
bat it should not be thought that It Is.eutting 
Nteelf off from the past, even with regard to the 
subjects it deals with, 





‘Another recent publication about Albania is 
a tourist. type album iMlustraed with colour 
Photographs, various drawings, sketches etc 

"This album has been compiled by the Aristen- 
Milano Publishing House for the edition all the 
‘world—an encyclopedia of nations. 

“Through a number of tIlustrations the album 
coffers abundant informative material on the 
the structure of our socialist state, as well as on 
geography, climate, population, language, and 
the economy, education, arts and culture. A 
considerable part of the album is devoted to 
‘Albanian folklore and. tourist centres. While 
Geseribing the present, the characteristic Alba- 
flan hospitality, the archaeological and ethnogr 
pie centres, both the ancient and recent history 
of Albania, is introduced, 

‘At the book there i a short Ttallan-Albanian 
dictionary together with other information 
valuable for all those who wish to visit our 
‘country. 























In recent years and on the basis of eul- 
tural conventions concluded between the 
‘two countries, teams of Albanian historians 
have been doing research on the archives of 
the Turkish Republic, namely, in the archives 
of the Prime Ministry (Basbaniik arsivi), of 
the Royal Palace Museum (Top-kapu Mu- 
zesinin Arsivi), of the Ministry for Foreign 
fairs, of the Central Oftice of Deeds and 
Titles, ete rich 
documentary materials of the Central and 
Local Administration of the Ottoman Empire 
of special importance to the study of the 
history of the Albanian people during the 
five centuries of Ottoman domination. These 
documents throw light on very important 
processes, like that of the Ottoman occupa- 
tion of Albania and the resistance of the 
Albanian people to this occupation, the eco- 
pomie and political transformations in the 
Hite of the country during the centuries of 
Medieval and Modern times, the repeated 
uprisings of the peasantry, the process of 
the formation; of the nation the struggle of 
‘the Albanian people for liberation which was 
crowned with the Proclamation of Independ- 
fence in 1912, 





‘These archives contal 

















With the assistance of the directors and 
keepers of the Turkish archives, the Albanian 
historians discovered a series of valuable 
documentary materials which throw light on 
the most important economle, political and 
social problems of the history of the Albanian 
people and of the Ottoman Empire in 
general 

For the medieval perlod of the history of 
‘cur people, the Turkish archives. contain 
dceuments of Interest to the study of 
Albanian-Ottoman relations during the glort 
fous period of battles for freedom under the 


leadership of Scanderbeg during the XV 
century, These are, for example, the Books 
‘of the Registration of Land and Population 
taken Immediately following the occupation 
fof Albania or after such as the 
Of the Sanjak (Province) of Albania (publish 
ed by the Turkish historian, H.tnalcik), of 
the Korca and Pérmet Districts (1431), or 
Dibra, Mat) and other districts (March 1467), 
of the Sanjak of Shkodra (1485), the Sanjak 
of Vlora (after 1492) and so on, These ma- 
terials give information enabling us to pass 
Judgment on such important problems as the 
factors which gave rise 10 the long struggle 
ff the Albanian people for freedom during 
the XV century, 

Important materials have been found in 
the Turkish archives regarding the study of 
the two fundamental features characterizing 
the history of the Albanian people during 
the XVI centuries, namely, the restablish- 
ment of the feudal-military system of tiefs, 
and the armed uprisings for freedom during 
this period. The Register of Land titles and 
the census of the population enable us to 
determine the nature of the system of land 
taxation in Albania, to study agrarian rela- 
tlons, the status of the peasantry of the 
mountainous regions, to get a better grasp 
ff the political events and of the character 
of the struggle of the Albanian people against 
‘the Ottoman invaders during this period, 
fand s0 on. 

‘These materials supplemented by the other 
Ottoman documents kept in the Albanian 
archives, enable us to study the important 
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First page of the Book of Registra- 
ton of Land and Population In the 
Sanjak of Shkodra taken by” the 
Osman rulers in 1485, 
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historical processes which took place later, 
during the XVI and XVIII centuries, with 
the replacement of the system of fiefs by 
the system of land estates. They give im- 
portant information on the establishment of 
the larger principalities of the Bushats and 
‘of Ali Pasha Tepelen on their policy and 
relations with the center, and so on, Among. 
these materials an important place is occu- 
ped by the documents which throw light on 
the period of the decline of the principalities 
and the development of people's uprisings at 
the beginning of the XIX century. 

In their work on the Turkish archives, our 
teams of historians devoted their principal 
attention to the collection of documentary 
materials relating to the period of our Na- 
onal Revi , particularly 0 the 
Prizren League, which constitutes one of 
the most glorious events of the history of 
the Albanian people in their struggle for 
national liberation. This task Is connected 
also with the 100th anniversary of the found- 
Ing of the Prizren League which the Albanian 
people will be celebrating in 1978, 

Covering the period of Nat 
there were collected from the Turkish 
archives such valuable materials as those 
found in the Yildiz Palace (during Sultan 
Hamid the I's reign), the Records of Gov- 
ernment Decrees (Irade Defterleri), Records 
‘of Montenegro and Greece, as well as of the 
Provinces of Rumelia ( the archives of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs), and so on. 
‘These documents ive information of major 
Interest regarding the economie situation and 
the most important political events of the 
history of the Albanian people during the 
period of thelr National Revival, These 
ly refleet step by step all 
the events of the Prizren League ranging 
from preparations for its formation prior to 
the Berlin Congress (1876-1878, the formation 
and organization by the League of the strus- 





‘al, and, 





onal Revival 











ile of our people in defense of the territorial 
Jotegrity of Albanian and the autonomy of 
the country (187H-1882), the attitude of the 


Sublime Porte towards this events, the attl- 
tude of the Great Powers, the confliet with 
‘Montenegro for Plav. Guel, Hot, Grud, Ulgin 
and other regions. We find there a lot of 
Information about the military” Intervention 
of the Great Powers (the Naval Demonstra. 
ton) in 1880 to force the Albanians to hand 
cover Uiain. 

Two important records like that on Mon- 
tenegro and that on Greece which contain 
Information on the events of the 1870-1804 
period are devoted entirely to the problems 
of the struggle in defense of Albanian terri- 
tory in the north and in the south, waged 
by the Albanian League, and their conflict 
‘with Montenegro and Greece. 

Valuable materials have been collected 
also on the other periods of our National 
Revival, on the Peja League towards the end 
fof the XIX century and, especially, on the 
major Albanian uprisings of the 1910-1012 

‘The documents extracted from the Turkish 
archives, enriched by those kept in our Cen- 
tral Archives and the local archives of our 
‘country will enable the Albanian historians 
to delve deep into and portray in full and 
correctly the glorious history of the liberation 
struggle of our people, during the five cen- 
turies of Ottoman domination. 
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IN THE GALLERY OF ARTS 

















poe tee ents eats i 8 giles Seeks 


conduct of foreign espionage against the establishment 





of the people's power in Albania. 


In (80 Jese Wo’ Sos. Gultlchligshetber ‘pliiage. ¢ oll ab or, ationists 
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Fultze had arrived in Albania a few days before. The kot down to work. They and the “boys” fixed it so that when the 
rst thing he interested himself in, ax soon as he had set he American mission was being welcomed to get but some slogans like 
American mission, was the “boys” 1) and “pu ) atta Long live America, the land of liberty!" of “Long live America, the 

What about the "boys", Tommy?—he asked Captain Thoma f Albania!” 1 is tr more experienced and have 



































withdrawn from Albania because eck uspre b © ¢ 


portant places in government, to end up with a coup d'état, by means 


















people that might work for us and send th of which to put an end to what had been achieved on November 29th, 
them to get as deep as possible inside the Party : io 
be on guard and not stay together too much, to com ss 3) If this could not be achieved, to create turmoil which would per 
ne by one and only at night, to keep thei ¢ shut, and te it armed intervention by the Anglo-Americans, at first as arbiters 
secrets and asters, By way of turmoils, ot provocations on the bor 
asked them if they were in need of money and I gave them give an excuse for intervention from Greece of a landing from 
little. They agreed to everything. Then they left one by one ree 
‘Through them we have recruited sme other. Some have These instruction had been brought by the American eivil mission 
ad more success and have got into important plac which arrived in Albania in May of 1945, with JB. Jacobson as Head 











1d. work — Tommy — said Fultze up from the couch, dH, Pultze as his deputy. The chief of the British mission, genera 
after he had listened carefully to the long story on the “boys”. Te E, Hodgson, who had come a little earlier had also received these 
Lari to get some of them back here soon. Get busy yourself on this instructions. ‘They had stated that “purpose” of their dispatch to 
Tell them that T'd like to meet them Albania was “to inform ourselves on the situation in the country, prlor 


— What about the old ones, — inquired Fultze afterwan 
pils", what about them? They have more training. Tommy began to 
tell him about them too: 

Lari has got into contact. It didn't take much. He presented 
himself with the old password and they understood. Lari talked ta But, the longest tall Fultze had with some of his “pupils 
jome of them about the scheme you had given him 





to recognition of the government”. But all their later activity shows 
had come to carry out a new etiminal plot 








ey agreed an Thus —said Fulize, slarting to speak about the main points 
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the plan,—The Atlantic Charter has not been implemented, here 















ples of the O8S the idea should be 





ose who might p are too comprom add 












toast; “Everything for the friendship with America’, T 
‘After they had sunk back in their armchairs, Fultze 
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Aspeets from Our Life 


Helicopter Descending on the Snow 












March 
not thi 2 his 
pati Riba 


was standing agitated behi 
We will carry her 








or's lap holding his knee tight in a 


2 





The doctor decided to inform the health department of the distrit 
ler here. There is no other way 

ple heard the helicopter’s noise which descended on 
Jemin Balla” Eight-Year School 

—Save her doctor,— peasants uttered. She has six children 








the snow in front 


was earried into the helicopter and then it flew up. 
the peat 





his one, before the war, people suffered from typhus 









other, There were no doctors, no hospitals and no 


nd died, 


arrived in Tits 





She is saved. They operated her. Now everything is all right. 


There is no danger. It was Sanije’s brother, Halil) speaking from 








but a dream at that time 
© Miglent had. written 
ul faces of picts of the T 


le happy, youth, be happy Today our. youth 











“Demand of the time” 


‘with some books in his. hand. 
“say I come In, comrade teacher? 
Yes, Pértetl come in 
He eame up and sat 
The desk ereaked, He put the books unde 
avy hands fall on the desk 
His bushy, rough hair sas rather dirty 
= T'was late so came out of the 








two months he won it 
but it did put me in 

















th time to change 
in the elasstoom on work uni 












We went on with at night, when "one. wae 


fone does two things at atime «Tm competing with my son. 





and December when I 0 
second. class bias begun already 














man of work of undertab 

vol-warker of sacrifices [ot 

He feels it and deems 

ed with him entry 
jomething {rom bis spiritual 





T asked im quietly, making use fow many children do you hi 
fo the opportunity 

Tim “swimming” in eight marks 
been getting along well, but the Inst two 





Knowledge and light 





Nearly 6 hours on foot 








coal output plan, and im not going on very 


‘welt ‘with my studies mth, my boy mail 
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1910 entered the history of the socialist development of 
four country as “the year of light”. In 1970 the output of elec~ 
trie power was more than 100 times above that prior to the 
liberation, Albania has become one of the first countries in 
the world to provide eleetrie power to ll its cities and villages, 
‘A powerful material and technical basis has been and is being 
speedily created in the field of energetics. The whole country 
is covered wtih a unified power network with a high level of 
reliability 

New horizons have been opened at present to the further 
development of our power industry: work has begun on build 
ing major hydro-power stations for the planned and complex 
utilization of the main sources of hydro-electric power. 

‘The power sources of our country are rich and stand out 
{or thelr great possible potential for utilization. It suffices to 
‘mention that two major rivers—the Drini and the Vjosa- 
alone, are capable of producing ten billion kilowatt-hours, oF 
5,000 kwh per capita of population of Albania, thus sur- 
passing many European countries as far as the passible unit 
fof exploitation of hydro-power sources in kwh per capita, 

nd per square kilometer is concerned. 

At present, the study and designing of hydro-power and 
power projects in this country has been raised to a very high 
level. These tasks are now accomplished by a number of rele 
vant institutions of studies, research work, and designing 
‘The necessary material and technical basis has also been laid 











for the construction of major projects 

‘These measures have ereated conditions for proceeding in 
f planned and scientific way, in this field of socialist develop 
ment too. All the actual and perspective development of 
studies, designing and building of hydro-power stations, high: 








tension lines electrical, sub-stations are based on sound scien. 
fe groundwork 
‘The Richest power source of the country 

‘The Drini River is the richest power source in our coun 
try. It isthe largest river of Albania and of the eastern seaside 
fof the Adriatic, Its length to its outlet at the Buna River is 215 
kilometers with a catchment area of 12000 square kilome 
Its average flow, according to many years of observations, is 
320 cuble meters per second, while Its m 

eached the §,000 cu.m, per sec. mark 

In recent years, special attention has been attached to the 
study and assessment of the hydro-power re 
Drini, For this purpose, systematic and all-round res 
observations have been conducted until a complex 
the hydro-power resources of the Drint has finally been com 
pleted, This isthe first time that the possibilities an 
fof planned exploitation of this river has been scientifically 
determined, 

‘The figures show that, through th 
sources of the waters of the main flow of the Drini River alone 
with the construction of 5 hydro-electric stations an installed 
00.000 kw with an average annual production of 




















1 utilization of the re 








capaclty of 
6 billion kwh can be ensured, 

‘The principle characteristes of the hydro-power sta 
fof the Drini River are the big. installed capacities — from 
100,000 to, 400,000 kw: their tall dams, the big reservoirs and 
low cost per unit of installed power which Is 25 times lower 
than that of the hydro-power station built so far in our coun- 
try, 

ui 
research as well as in construction already begun. The “Mao 
tsetung” Hydro-Power Station of an installed capacity of 
250,000 kw, which will be put into operation this year, is the 
first step of the Drini cascade. With the building of this station 
the output of electrie power fo the country will be double that 
of 1970, 

‘As regards the technical problems 
the volume of work involved, the “Maotsetung” Hydro-Power 
Station is a hydro-power complex of world standard. In study 
ing, designing and building this hydro-electric station our 





to-date technique is widely used both in studies and 











specialists have taken a big step ahead in the technique of 
designing and building hydro-power plants at low cost, Power 
ful up-to-date equipment is being used including excavators 
with 4 cu, m. baskets, large diameter drills for deep boring. 
transport vehicles of 20 and 32 tons, and so on. 

The next Hydro-Electric Power Plant to be built on the 
Drini River is that of Flerza. The studies and designing for 
this Hydro-Power Plant of an installed capacity up to 400000 
kw have already been completed. Preliminary work is under 
way. 
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The Albanian Climate 





Robert Nagl— meteorologist 
engineer 
‘A number of selentific institutions and Iaboratories: mo- 


iiernty equipped have been set-up In our country for 
the study’ of climate. phenomena, 





Photos by A. Krut 


Unexpected changes of weather are not rare in our country. These sudden changes are 
cone of the characteristics of the climate In Albania as a Mediterranean country, 


Roi 


son. 


fontinued from page 21 


we had another meeting. It tumed out that all of them shared our 
opinion. At the point we decided to organize have our 
‘own Party, at first without announcing st openly. until had taken 
shape. At the end of March, we called broad meeting with all thase 
Timentioned and some others, and decided to set up branches all over 
‘Albania, 1o make contact with the other groups In order to coordinate 
four activities with them. The mecting appointed Selaudin Toto and me 
10 come to You and report on our decisions, coneluded Kole Kugal 

‘Jacobson and Fullze had tlstened with great attention. 

1 see that it is serious work — Jacobson broke in. The names you 
mentioned are not new to us. Without doubt the situation Is very pro: 
mmising. For the present, 1 think you should tel! all those gentlemen 
that we are very pleased with the initiative which has been taken 
nd highly appreciate their will. We will ive every assistance. 

=T think, —Fultze added, — that now, at the start, the important 
thing 's the organization. T mean that branches must be set up any 
‘where and measures be taken so that the organization's activity Is not 
discovered, 

—You 





























Fight. This Is precisely what we stressed at our 

meeting. inlerposed Selaudlin Toto, Many other problems were als 

lscussed. Jacobson and Fultae gave other did 
o into very great detail. They thought it necessary to study the 

situation better based of this information 

instructions at the next mecting 














to give more complete 


I think we should meet again in a week's time—said Jacobson 


when they rose to leave. 





sunny day, but all 
blot out the sur 

2 while a real siorm bursts. But this docan't last long elther 
Sut again shining brighter than before. The 





eee disturbs the sea. San heavy clouds 
Big rain drops begin to fall, tn 

‘After an hour the sun comes 
earth wet and 





fa sudden a light br 
to be followed by thunder and lightening 





ir seers fresh, and clear th 





In the the last days of September, the group that took part in 
the Democratle Front held a meeting. The approach to December's 


‘lections was on the agenda, Shetget Beja was the first to take the 
too 





‘As sou know, the elections to the Constituent Assembly are 
1 be held on December 2, — he began. The Antifascist National Libera 
ton Council approved the electoral law and set the date. Now, we should 
discuss what attitude we shall take in these elections. The main ques: 
Hon is whether we should come out with a separate list and then Join 
in the Front of should we stay as we are and in this way, af course 
some of us will appear as candidates of the Front, 1 think that we 
should not come out with a separate list: first, because we are alll 

s0 organized; second, we will be exposed as a group on oUF own, 
and third, there is the danger that we might not win any seats in the 
Assembly 

The others were more of less of the same opinion, but first of all 
they wanted to know what the people of the American mission had 
said, and for this they turned to Selaudin Toto: 

—"This is precisely, the opinion of the Americans, he said. Jacobson 
has interested himscif in stand we should take during the elections 

He told me that we ought to win some places in the Constituect 
Assembly, by being mersed in the Front 

= We agree tov — sad all those who took the floor 

— Somebody inquired about Gjergi Kokoshi Selaudin Toto ans 
\wered this question’ too 


























‘The rapid scientifically based development of our socialist economy has made a 
systematic and profound study of the climate over the territory of Albania more than 
fever necessary. “At present our research institutes and research workers have made a broad 
land detailed study of the laws governing our climate and its phenomena, 

Here are some general facts about the climate im Albania for our foreign readers. 
Sunshine and cloud. ‘The wide-scale cycionie activity durimg cold half of the year brings 
cloudy weather and rain during this period while the warm half of the year is characterized 
by little cloud and rain, as anti-eyelonic activity becomes predominant. The cloudiest months 
fare November and December In November cloudy ‘weather, throughout the territory of 
Albania fluctuates between 60—75 degrees. Mountain areas have the most cloudy weather, 
While the plains the southwest region in particular have less. July ‘and August ‘are the 
‘months with the least cloudy weather —the average for the whole territory is between 
10 to 30 degrees, Saranda, the southernmost corner of the country enjoys an average of 
159 sunny days a year, whereas Kukési, 4 in the north, —77 days. 

Albania's lowland area records 2.440-2.800 hours, sunshine per year, the south-western 
part 2.50-2,790 hours, the southeastern part 2,400-2.500 hours, the north-east 2050-2.300 hours, 
And 30 on.” July is the month with most sunshine and December the month with the least 

‘The maximum number of hours of sunshine in one day (15.1 hours) for the whole ter- 
Hitory of the country, was recorded at the meteorological centre of Pieri, on 28th of June, 
1969, 

Bainfall: in our country is concentrated more on the western and south-western slopes of 
the mountains and mountain-ranges than on the eastern. slopes. 

‘The heaviest rainfall occurs in November, December and January, Rainfall s heaviest 
in the Alps of Albania, Boga (in the north) is the spot which has a record of 404 mm in 
November and 432_mm in December. In Korga (south) In November the average rainfall 
is 12 mm, 

During the summer months of July and August there is very little rain 

‘Summer rain usually has a local character and is a consequence of the influence of the 

















On 23rd October 1946, in Tirana, within two and a half 
hours there was a preeipitation of 252 mm. In Boga, within 24 hours (on 15th of December 
1965) a precipitation of 4204 mm was recorded.” This is regarded as the record fall for 

‘The number of rain days per year all over the territory of Albania, fluctuates from 90 
to 136, 

Winds: The country’s reliet exercises great influence on the alr currents. The western 
art of Albania being a plain, is most influenced by alr curents from the seas, the influence 
‘of these air masses is also felt In the Interior of the country. 

Tn Albania winds from the northerly and southerly quarters are the most frequent 
particularly from the north. Winds from the north. Winds from the easterly or westerly 
quarter are less frequent 

‘The maximum wind velocity recorded in Vlora is 43 m/sec, in. Korg 

‘Characteristic winds in our country are the Murlan — typical of the North and North 
feast, which is cold and mainly’ a dry wind whose influence Is felt all over the territory 
of Albania; and the Sirocco which occurs more often in the western part. It is a warm 
wind coming from Afriea across the Mediterranean Sea. Usually the Sirocco is encountered 
In spring and autumn, 

‘Temperature: Examining the temperature maps it can be easily observed that there is a 
marked drop in the temperature trom South to North and from West to East, the main 
reason for this being the inereasing altitude above sea-level 

‘On the Western lowlands. the annual average temperature 
whereas along the Tonian coast it fluctuates between 17"-IN" C.. The region of the Albanian 
Alps Is the coldest part. January is the coldest month in the country, duly and August the 
‘warmest ‘months. The average temperatures. of these {wo months have litte variation 

‘The highest air temperature record until now is 4248° C. (That was on {4th of August 
1997) 

‘The absolute minimum temperature recorded is minus 288° C. (7th 
In Centeal” Albania 

Our research work also touches upon other climatic elements such as the bumidity of 
the air, soil temperature, various atmospheric: phenomena, ete. 
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January 1963), 








— Gjers) — he said, — has withdrawn from the Front and will esta- —They're like blasted rabbits—raged—General Hodgson to Fultze 
blish an opposition outside it, with the Resistance group, the monar: that day —what we did not do for them. We advised them, helped to 
chists and #0 on, get them organized, gave them money, promised to protect them, put 
ter they discussed practical question concerning the election. pressure on the government, postponed recognition of it to eneouraye 
Finally, it was deeided to inform the members of the organization in them, What else could we have done? 
the districts and other opposition groups, with which they had contact — i've news from the center added Fultze after a pause,—that now 
about the decisions they had taken. It was also decided that wherever it has become impossible to postpone recognition of the government 
the members of their organization would come forward as candidate: any longer. The Soviets are insisting on the implementation of what 
of the Front propaganda should be done to ensure that they woo, while ‘was decided Yalta about Albania and announced by Hull Eden and 
Where there were other candidates, efforts should be made to sabotage Molotov in December 1942. They have declared that they will recog 
the elections, to have as many obstruetions as possible and increase votes nize the present Albanian government regardless of what we do. This 
‘egainst the front as much as they could. ‘makes the situation more difficult. It seems the government will soon 
bbe recognized, 

—That's the last straw! After this there is nothing more that can 

be done. 




















‘Thus, the roles were divided among the different groups, prior 
the elections of December 2 Now the emergence of the overt oppasition 
Was to be expected, 





But the days went by and no opposition was emerging Despite 
Hodgson’s insistence, the heads of the groups outside the Front, did 
not reach an agreement. There were contradictions among them, but 
above all there was in decision, beeause they saw that they would find 
no support among the people. In general they were compromised in 
dividuals. Seeing that the days were passing by in talk, Hodgson called 
‘up some of the chiefs. They made promises, but again made not a step 
forward. He threatened, put all sorts of pressures on them, yet, nothing 
came out of it, November th, the last day for announcing candidates 
‘eame but still nothing had been done. Thus the plan of coming out with 
fan open opposition outside the Democratic Front failed 











Hang on bit—not so fast! 


1) The "boys", were some Albanians jailed in Italy, whom the SBS 
had assembled in “Roza” villa, near Bari, where they went through a 
special espionage course and who were later dispatched to Albania 
‘They joined the partisan ranks. Some of them were even admitted to 


the Party. By means of them, Fultze intended to organize the assassina 
tion of some Party and state leaders. 

2) The “pupils” were some of the agents Fultze had recruited when 
hhe was director of the Technical School in Tirana; After the libera~ 
ton of Albania, they played an important role in the organization of 
reaction and sabotage 
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Artemis-murble, fourth century before our 





complete sculplural objects, related to the mythology of the ancient 
World were discovered. ‘The first found on its awn under a heap of 
stones, waa a woman's head carved from white marble. "The head had 
been art fo stalue sculptured in half natural sige. Judging from the 
poaitoln the head tool in compusttion of the whole statue, the hair 
style, the expression at the face and the characteristic features re 
prodiiced in it, we think that It should be Identified with the initia 
tion of Artemis (Diana) goddess of hunting, and belongs as a work, 10 
the second halt of the fourth century belore our era 

‘The head of Artemis which appears for the first time as a pho- 
tograph in our ptess, is one of the earllest_and. most beautiful works 
‘of Apollonian sculpture that has been discovered 80 far 

The second discovery is a statue that shows the figure of a god 
hot yet identitied. ‘The statue Is utility. The head, part of the lett 

og and hand are missing. Despite the mutilation, ht stands out as a 

‘work carved by the hands of some gifted apoltonian master eraftemen, 
‘The third archaeological object was a small head, whieh was disco- 
vered together with some small Tragment of its torso. Tt scems this 
‘must lead of Dionysus, (Dacchus), who, ip ancient mythology represen 
ted the god of vineyards sind Wine. “It is carved out of white marble 
Im half natural sige and is very well preserved, 

jth the unidentified body and the head of Dionysus are products 
of the Apollonian sculpture and date back to the 2nd or third century 
before our era 




















The Legend 
of Two Mountains, a Hill and a River 


“The people's fantasy has woven various legends round some 


places of our motherland, legends that seem to have been Ins- 





pired by the 
‘The old men of Berali District tell that Tomorri (the hig- 
and Shpiragu (a tower 


extend appearance of the corresponding alles 


test mountain in the southern Albani 
cane which is situated West of Berati) 
brothers. These two gigantic brothers had fallen in love with 





Were onee, human beings, 





1 beautiful creature; hence they quarretled, until the day when 
the two brothers came to blows. In the course of the fight 
Shipragu who was armed with a steel ball struck a blow at 
hs beother’s ribs, while the infuriated Tomorrt struck bis bro: 
ther on the chest with his sword, In the meantime, the beauti- 
ful ereature was erying. This blood featrieidal event turned the 
two giants into stone. Ever since Tomorri with his mountain 
slopes stands imposing and threatening opposite Shplragu with 
‘his chest marked with stripes. But, what of the cause of the 
‘quarrel, the beautiful creature, what became of her? Ax th 
logend hax it, out of grief she was petrified into a rocky hil 





wns, built stone by ator 





‘on which, our foretathers, the lye 





of Beratl, From her teurs at grief arose the Osum 





the a 
River, which flows across the city, at the foot of the castle, 
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‘The most outstanding among the artists 
distinguished in the history of the Turkish 
farchitecture is Sinan Atiq Aga, who designed 
land supervised the most Important construc- 
tons built during the reign of Sultan Hamit 
1, The Sultan's biographer, the Byzantine 
historian Christovoulos, wrote that for the 
reconstruction of Istanbul that had been 
damaged by the wars, prisoners were used, 
Immediately after the occupation of Albania 
which was the cradle of the master crafts- 
‘men of building at that time, the best artists 
find masters were taken as hostages to Ana 
fol, Among those hostages was the master 
erattsman Kristodullo who was later con- 
verter to the Moslem religion and named 
Sinan Atiq (which means a treed slave) 

Ten years after the fall of Istanbul to the 
Turks in 1463, in order to perpetuate his 
memory Sultan Mehmet the second ordered 
the building of a grand mosque in place of 
the church at the Apostles where the 
sovereigns of the Byzantine Empire, among 
them Justinian —the law maker {rom Koso 
vva, had been buried, 

“The work for the construction of the new 
mosque (the first of tts Kind in Istanbul) 
began in the spring of 1483 and went on 
for 8 years. Our Sinan was appointed chiet 
frchitect for this project. By the end of the 
summer of 1471 when the work was nearing 
Its completion he had managed to build a 
mosque with 32 cupolas supported by 18 
columns of granite of marble together with 
another complex of social-cultural buildings 
‘around the mosque. There were eight 
schools with students dormitories, the hospl- 
tal, the almshouse for the poor, a dining hall 
fand a bath house as well as the burial place 
fof Sultan Mehmet tI and of his wite 
Giyihane (she, too, was, of Albanian des- 
cent), All. these buildings occupy a big 
Square area in the midst of a huge garden, 
Interesected by several paths and lanes. The 
frandeur of this architectural work Lies not 
simply in its proportions, but mainly in the 
lucidity of its composition, in the courage 
land daring spirit embodied in ts construc 
tion. The interior is very simple. It Is lit 
by six rows of windows. Despite its simpti- 
city It undoubtedly surpasses all the other Is- 
tanbul mosques with its beauty and grandeur 
so masterfully designed and constructed 
Nicholas de Nicholay (the court geographer 
fof Prancoise 2nd of France) was correct 
when wrote during his visit to Istanbul in 
1540 that, “the most beautiful and rich of 
all the mosques Is that of Fatih’ 

‘Phe grace of its form and the harmony of 
lis proportions caused it to be regarded as 
‘a magnificent model for later architects. 

Where did architect Sinan find those es 
sential elements of the style he displayed in 
designing that masterpiece? 

Did he bring them from his homeland with 
rich traditions in architecture, with masters 
‘of building who enjoyed a high reput 
land was that why he was entrusted to design 
such Important schemes? The morphology of 
frchitectural works, which in a way reflect 
historical, social and political conditions, is 
Influenced by a variety of factors, particu- 
larly by the geographical and geological con- 
ditions of the terrain. Nevertheless, the 
freative thought of the designers is always 
there, though their physiognomy and per 
sonality (individuality) is inveriably over- 
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View of Mehmedie Mosque in Istanbul 


‘Tracing the Early Albanian Artists 


Architect Sinan 


shadowed. Architect Sinan’s work was 
Seriously damaged, it was almost ruined by 
fa heavy earthquake in 1768. It was rebuilt 
Guring 1766-1772, The “Blue Mosque” of 
Sultan Ahmet 1, a work of the Albanian 
architect Zedefqar Mehmet Bicaku from El- 
basan, was chosen as a model for its re 
construction 

‘We can probably picture the image of the 
master Kristodullo's work from some draw- 
ings and descriptions given by visitors to 
Istanbul during XV and XVII centuries; par- 
ticularly helpful are the details obtained 
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from a document in Arabic which is preserv- 
fed, together with the number of the acts of 
1672 in the museum of the Turcho-Islamis 
aris at the Sulejmanie Mosque. From the 
data available to date we can't say we have 
a full picture of architect Sinan’s activity, 
for we don't know everything about his back~ 
ground, 

A forced immigrated he worked in a for- 
eign city at a time when Albania was groan- 
{ng under the ruthless yoke of the invader 
after a hundred years of heroic. struggles 
resisting the Ottoman hordes 


For this reason, data on the birth, biogra 
phy and the growth of the creative persona: 
Tity of architect Sinan are elusive. Dimiter 
Kantemiri (1674-1723) from Moldavia who is 
known as an orlentalist and erudite of his 
day, mentions architect Sinan using his for 
‘mer name “Kristodullo”, in “The History of 
the Ottoman Empire” which he had publl 
shed in 1708, Architect Sinan’s Albanian 
rationality was accepted by the Turkish 
thinkers themselves suen as Syria Bey (the 
‘author of “Sicili Osman") or Abdurrahman 
Sherit Bey (former chairman of the Turkish 
Historians Association) ete. Among these his 
forlans there are some who say nothing 
‘about architect Sinan’s nationality either 
because they know nothing of his origin, or 
because they don't want to point out the fact 
that the authors of the masterpieces of 
Osman architecture were people who had 
‘come from the occupied lands. Some others 
confuse our architect Sinan, with architect 
Koxha Sinani (1491-1588) known as “the 
Osman Michelangelo", who eame from a 
place called the Kaiser! of Kapodekje 

‘As for his social position, it is crystal 
clear that architect Sian Alig Aga, even 
‘when he was at the zenith of his powers 
land fame, remained nicknamed "Atiq 
Which meant a formally freed slave always 
lunder the orders of the Sultan. 

Tt Is sald that, after the new mosque was 
completed, Sultan Mehmet IT rewarded him 
for his services by giving him the Kygyk 
Xhafer Street at the Upper Fener, But from 
‘a contemporary Oxman ‘chronicle, quoted by 
the renowned ‘Turchologist, Franz Babinger 
(ace Mehmet der Erebernt und zeine zeit 
‘book IV, page 432) we learn that the truth 
in entirely different, After a description of 
the bad treatment and of the bitter explolta 
tion ‘the masters and artisans suffered in 
conditions of forced labour, the Turkish 
chronicler writes that *None of them returns 
to his homeland”. Then he oes on to tell 
Us that "Sultan Mehmet IT imprisoned, then 
killed architect Sinan who had built the new 
mosque, Franz Babinger does not reveal the 
reasons for thls tragle end bu ‘was 
his wrongdoing really $0 
deserved such a death?” It Is 


















































‘The burial place of Sultan Mehmet 11 





after the building of the mosque was com- 
pleted, Sultan Mehmet 1 was very angry 
wer than 





because the new mosque was i 
that of St, Sofia; so he ordered thi 
tect Sinan who had shortened tw0 
that had been brought there from 
place at great expense, (these two columns 
were unearthed during our century while 
work was going on for paving the sq 
front of the Fatih Mosque) should 
his hands cut off, Then the Sultan imp- 
risoned him and in 1471 killed him 




















‘The Design of the complex of the buildings 
round Mehmedie. Mosque 


‘The Design of Fatih Mosque. 





These facts obtained "from the chronicler 
bout architect Sinan’s death, correspond 
with grave stone inscription which can still 
bbe found today in the Qurumiu Mexhid 
arden, near the mosque of Mehmet Pasha 
Nishanxhi. The inscription tells us only the 
name “mimar Sinan” and the data of his 
death 3rd September, 1471. 

‘This was how the great master ended his 
days—a vietim of the violence and capri. 
ousness of the cruel Sultan. Interestingly 
‘enough seven centuries before, the architect 
fof Emperor Justiniant’s church which was 
built on that very spot, suffered the same 
fate, 

Architect Sinan is not the only Albanian 
who worked in Turkey, “AU the hydraulic 
works around Istanbul have been built by 
the hands of the Albanians, and they are alt 
praiseworthy from the point of view of the 
Skill displayed in their building”. That was 
written a century ago by a foreigner Atha 
nnasion Kaminow Ipeilentou (see “Te Meratin 
‘Alosin-1459-1785-published in Cinstantinople 
in 1870, page 777). Here we should add that 
It was not only in hydraulic works, but als 
in all kinds of construction work that that 
the Albanians contributed with their skil 
‘They built temples and shrines, mausoleums 
dwelling houses, bridges. castles, fortresses 
fete. There is no doubt that the number of 
the Albanians who exhausted their energies 
beyond the borders of their country. m 
have been greater than what we know today 

‘Their names were often forgotien, though 
their works are conspicuous and have with- 
stood the passage of time. The history of 
world architecture particularly that of the 
Middle Ages, provides numerous examples 

However, the Albanians have not for 
architect Sinan. A street of our Capital city 
today bears the name Sinan, in honour of 
this glorious master 







































































The Young Man Who Shot at 
The Albanian Quising Premier 


His name was Shyqyri Bérxolli but his 
companions called him Reti, Poorly 
Aressed and pale faced, Reti was poor and 
an orphan 

It was during the critieal days of fascist 
eccupation of our country. There were 
outbursts of anti-fascist demonstrations 
lm all the cities of Albania. Ret! was in 
the forefront of the antifascist demon- 
stration in Tirana, A few months after 
the founding of the Albanian Communist 
Party (November 1941) he was admitted 
to membership. A new period of life 
duties and struggle had begun for him. 
Bold and full of energy, but coo! and 
resolute, he began to take upon himself 
the hardest of tasks. His short life was 
filled with bold actions, but his great 
‘communist courage and extraordinary 
self-sacrifice and cool-headedness, 
‘were brilliantly manifested in his attempt 
fon the life of the fascist quisling Prime 
Minister and traitor to the Albanian peo- 
ple, Mustafa Mérlika Kruja, Mustata 
Kruja was an old agent of fascism. The 
‘ccupationists kept him as their “tirm 
hhand” against the peopl 
up in arms. 

‘The querrilla unit funetioning In the 
capital decided to do away with this 
traitor and this task was assigned to 
Reti. He organized his job at lightning 
speed, finding a car, a driver and the 
weapon. 

‘And thus as the ear with the quisling 
Premier inside approached its destination 
f shot was fired, The wind screen of the 
car was smashed. The traitor Prime 
Minister crouched in the corner of his 
back seat. He had been wounded. 

‘The guerrilla unit drove off without 
Joss and leaving no trace behind. But 
crack of that revolver had a grea! echo. 

Other exploits lay in store for Rett 
Cool-headed and bold as ever he made 
short work of many traitorous agents 

To stay in Tirana any longer was too 
dangerous. The young man joined the 
Dajti” Partisan Battalion. In January 

M4, a bitter battle took place between 


who had isen 








1" 
this battalion and the mercenary forces 
of the enemy. In his attempt to request 
some of his companions from enci 
ment Shygyri Bérxolli met his death. 
Today a monument stands on the spot 
where he fell 
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